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Executive Summary

Objective
The year 2009 presents a rare opportunity to celebrate the life and memory of President Abraham Lincoln—the man who 
saved the Union, freed the slaves, and propelled the United States into the modern world.  But the event brings a simi-
larly rare challenge—how can one bring the celebration to the public?

For the occasion of Lincoln’s 200th birthday, we have envisioned a project in which people from all around the world can 
participate. We want everyone to sign a birthday card for him.

Project
The concept of this project is to display, in five major American cities, an enormous interactive birthday card to be signed 
by the public. We are currently looking for your help in suggesting a landmark venue in your state to host this project.  It 
should be a place where people of all ages can congregate, participate, and commemorate.

The centerpiece of this unique display will be an expansive portrait of Abraham Lincoln (painted by Lincoln artist Wendy 
Allen). She is interested in painting on site, which would add a high-interest element to the project. The painting will be 
surrounded by numerous horizontal panels on which people can sign their names, just as they would the folds of a birth-
day card. By signing the card, each person participates in the bicentennial celebration—while leaving their own mark on 
history.

Goals
On May 29, 2009, there will be a ceremony to rededicate the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. Part of the proposal 
is to gather all of the “birthday cards” and stitch them together on that day in a national gesture of unity and gratitude to 
honor for our great sixteenth president.

The birthday “card” will then be archived with the intention that it be displayed again in 100 years, when future genera-
tions celebrate the Lincoln Tricentennial.

Happy Birthday, President Lincoln
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